
 
 

Mrs. Riccomini’s Fifth Grade Class, Room 13  

Loma Prieta Elementary School 

 

BACK-TO-SCHOOL ABC’s 
2018-2019 

 
 

Absences:  Be sure to call or e-mail the office to let us know that your child will be 

absent and the reason for the absence.  

 

AR: Accelerated Reader is an online comprehension tool that helps determine how well a 

student comprehends material he/she has read and tracks a student’s annual word count. 

You can access AR through the Loma Prieta School Website. Do not use the “Chrome” 

browser.  AR does not operate well on Chrome. Students’ username is their first initial and 

entire last name. Generally, passwords are first and last initial. The word count goal for 

5th grade is 800,000 words. 

 

Book Orders:  Scholastic Book orders are entirely optional, but they are a fun and 

inexpensive way to expand your child’s home library.  Catalogs will be sent home 

about once a month and all ordering is done on-line. See my website for the link. 

 

Birthdays: We will help celebrate a student’s birthday in the following ways in the 

classroom: we will sing to them, they will receive a special birthday item and they 

will have the choice of wearing a birthday hat/crown. Please keep food treats and 

other goodies at home for your celebration there. Instead, consider donating a 

“Birthday Book”. Your child can make a special inscription inside and it will be kept 

in our classroom library. 

 

Communication:  You can reach me by calling 353-1106 ext. 5713, by school e-mail 

at j.riccomini@loma.k12.ca.us , or by writing a note.  I will get back to you promptly.  

If the communication is time sensitive, please call the office directly so they can 

relay the message.   

 

Conferences:  We meet formally in early November for Fall Conferences. Spring 

conferences are set for March and are on an as needed basis.  I am always 

available to meet with you as concerns arise throughout the year.  
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Discipline:  Loma Prieta Elementary School has a discipline policy that is firmly 

enforced.  All students are reminded of the rules of the school throughout the 

year.  Through Project Cornerstone, our students are learning how to treat others, 

strategies for Conflict Management and Self-Calming strategies. 

 

Early Release Days:  School is dismissed every Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. for 

professional development and grade level collaboration.  Please be on time to pick 

up your child. Please check the school calendar for these days and mark your family 

calendar. 

 

Field trips:  Our annual field trips to Pigeon Point will be in October. Each class 

goes for a 3-day overnight science camp. 

 

Grading:  All student work is seen by me. The report cards are marked according to 

the progress your child has made towards the trimester benchmark standards as 

outlined by the report card.  Students are not compared to other students, and 

the students are not ranked.  
 

Homework:  Homework folders go home every day and should be returned to school 

each day. Fifth grade students should do 20-30 minutes of reading daily and 20-30 

minutes on other homework, for a total of no more than 50 minutes per day. Please 

notify me if the homework is taking longer than 50 minutes per day, so we can 

modify assignments. The purpose of homework is to: 

■ practice or review content previously studied 

■ complete unfinished classroom work 

■ ensure recreational reading time to increase the enjoyment of reading 

■ foster use of community resources, such as libraries and museums 

■ foster the student’s sense of responsibility 
 

Be sure to provide a quiet time and place for your child to do homework.  Schedules 

may vary, but allowing your child a snack and some playtime before homework is 

beneficial.   
 

Encourage your student to think about what s/he is doing.  If s/he asks a question, 

try asking a question in return to guide his/her thinking – resist the urge to 

provide a quick answer. Praise any efforts.  Encourage him/her to do his/her best 

work.  Is it neat?  Is there anything to change or add?  Is your child proud of it?  

Is it in his/her backpack? 
 

I-Messages: This is one specific way we teach the students to communicate during 

a conflict. The child states the other child’s name, what specifically the other child 

did, and how it made them feel. Example: “Joe, I don’t like it when you take my ball. 

It makes me feel sad. Please don’t do it again.” To which the other child responds, 

“I’m sorry I made you feel sad. I will try not to do it again.”                                                     



 

Just Right Books:  Please see the handout on choosing books that are just enough 

of a challenge for your child’s reading enjoyment.   

 

Knowledge:  Everyone has special hobbies, talents, cultural traditions or interests.  

Please let me know if you or your child would like to come into the classroom to 

share or teach us something new. 

 

Library:  We will be going to the school library most weeks.  Students are allowed  

to check out three books and keep them for two weeks. Please be sure your 

student brings back their book on time so s/he may check out new books.   

 

Minimum Days:  There are 12 minimum days each year at Loma: The first and last 

days of school, Halloween, the day before Winter break in December, the day of 

the Jog-a-thon, plus parent conference days.  We do eat lunch on these days so 

pack a healthy snack AND a lunch on minimum days. There is NO Hot Lunch or Milk 

served on Minimum Days.  

 

Parties:  I do allow low-key parties for certain occasions. Although food is allowed, 

be advised that I enforce a sugar-free classroom. 

 

P.E.:  Coach Patino, our wonderful P.E. specialist, will be working with our students 

twice per week. In addition, I will take them to the track for jogging, circuit 

training, and obstacle courses on non-P.E. days. Please have your child either wear 

or bring a pair of athletic shoes everyday! Dance and Yoga are also part of our daily 

routine.  

 

Peanut-Free: We are a peanut-free school. There are many delicious peanut 

alternatives such as: sun butter (sunflower seeds), almond butter, soy butter, and 

more. 

 

Recess:  We have recess daily from 10:00-10:15am and from 1:30-1:45pm. Students 

are encouraged to use the restroom, wash their hands, eat a snack, then play.  It is 

a long time between breakfast and lunch.  PLEASE provide a healthy snack such as 

fruit, cheese and crackers, yogurt, a granola bar, etc. for your child everyday. We 

appreciate no sugary treats/drinks in your child’s snack and lunch! 

 

SSR Time:  We have Sustained Silent Reading time most days from 12:30-12:45. 

Each student has 2-3 self-selected “just right” books that stay in their desk. They 

may also bring books from home to keep at school. 

 

 



Tests:  I do not give weekly spelling tests.  We do spiral review spelling tests as 

needed. There will be unit reviews in math, and formative assessments in reading 

and writing to assist me in understanding the individual growth of each student.  

 

Unique:  Each child has special interest or talent.  Encourage your child to excel in 

what they like to do by reading books about their favorite subject, doing 

experiments with multiple materials, immersing him/her in the arts, etc. 

 

Vacations: Please try to schedule your vacations during the regular school breaks. 

The 5th grade curriculum moves very quickly and missing even a few days is a loss of 

significant instruction. 

 

Volunteers:  Volunteers are appreciated (aka – worshiped)!  There are many 

opportunities to help, including art lessons, prepping classwork, copying, collating, 

assisting with centers, etc.  Please see the sign-up sheets.  Remember that 

confidentiality is required when one is a volunteer in the classroom. 

 

WoW (Word of the Week):  The Word of the Week is a specific character trait, 

such as caring, integrity, etc. We discuss and practice the traits in class. Students 

who have demonstrated the character trait are recognized throughout the week. 

 

Year:  This year will be a learning experience for all of us.  Please keep in mind that 

every child learns at a different rate.  Your student will need guidance throughout 

the year.  You can help engage your student in the assigned homework by asking 

questions and being supportive– but don’t do it for him/her!  Young people can be 

easily discouraged, so please be very supportive. Encouraging words, signals and 

hugs are great motivators. 

 

Zoom:  The year will zoom by before you know it.  It is going to be a great one as 

we work together as partners in the education of your children. 
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